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Introduction 

The practice of global election observation has emerged as a critical mechanism for 

promoting fair elections and best practices in election management worldwide. Election 

observation involves the deployment of international monitors to assess the conduct of elections 

and ensure that they are free, fair, and transparent (Kumar, 2012). These observers play a crucial 

role in enhancing the credibility of electoral processes by providing independent and impartial 

assessments of the electoral environment (Hyde, Marinov, & Nielson, 2012). 

Global election observation has become increasingly important in the context of 

democratization and the spread of democratic norms and values around the world. In many 

countries, elections serve as a crucial mechanism for political transition and the peaceful transfer 

of power, making their integrity paramount (Hyde et al., 2012). By monitoring elections and 

highlighting irregularities, observers help to deter fraud and manipulation, thereby promoting fair 

and credible electoral outcomes (Kumar, 2012). 

Moreover, global election observation contributes to the development of best practices in 

election management by providing recommendations for improvement based on international 

standards and norms (European Commission, 2002). These recommendations often focus on 

areas such as voter registration, campaign finance, media coverage, and the role of security 

forces in the electoral process (European Commission, 2002). By promoting adherence to these 

best practices, election observation helps to strengthen electoral institutions and build public 

confidence in the electoral process. 
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In this context, this study aims to examine the impact of global election observation on 

the promotion of fair elections and best practices in election management worldwide. By 

analyzing the experiences of countries that have been subject to international election 

observation, the study seeks to identify the key mechanisms through which election observation 

contributes to electoral integrity and democratic governance. 

Theoretical Paradigm  

Constructivism was adopted as the Theoretical framework. Constructivism emphasizes 

the role of norms and values in shaping international relations. Constructivists argue that 

international norms, such as those related to democracy and human rights, can influence state 

behavior and shape international practices. In the context of election observation, constructivism 

posits that the practice of international election observation has emerged as a result of the 

increasing acceptance and promotion of democratic norms and values in the international 

community. International election observation can be seen as a mechanism for promoting and 

protecting democratic norms and values, particularly in countries undergoing transitions to 

democracy or in post-conflict societies. The practice of international election observation has 

become almost universally accepted, and it serves to raise voter confidence, evaluate the 

legitimacy of an electoral process, and promote bilateral exchanges of knowledge and 

information on electoral practices (Kelley, 2012). Constructivism also highlights the importance 

of socialization and learning in shaping state behavior. Through the practice of international 

election observation, national electoral administrators and election participants can learn about 

best practices and exchange knowledge and information on electoral processes (Checkel, 1998). 

This can lead to the development of lasting cooperative relations and the promotion of 

democratic norms and values. However, it is important to note that the effectiveness of 
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international election observation depends on several factors, including the type of electoral 

system and election being observed, the qualifications and training of observers, and the security 

situation in the country being observed. To ensure the credibility and effectiveness of 

international election observation, observers must be accredited and operate in accordance with 

international standards for electoral observation (European Commission for Democracy through 

Law (Venice Commission), 2010). 

Hence, constructivism provides a useful framework for understanding the practice of 

international election observation. By emphasizing the role of norms and values in shaping 

international relations, constructivism highlights the importance of promoting democratic norms 

and values through international election observation. However, it is important to ensure the 

credibility and effectiveness of international election observation by addressing the various 

factors that can affect its success (Carter Center, 2014). 

Conceptual review 

The concept of global election observation plays a crucial role in promoting fair elections 

and best practices in election management worldwide. This practice involves monitoring and 

assessing electoral processes to ensure transparency, integrity, and adherence to democratic 

principles. Several scholars have contributed to the conceptual review of this work, shedding 

light on its impact and significance. Regalia (2016) highlights how the presence of international 

election observers can influence the behavior of internal political actors, acting as a deterrent to 

electoral fraud. Bjornlund et al. (1992) emphasize how international election observation can 

enhance public confidence in the honesty of electoral processes and contribute to the promotion 

of democratic values. Elklit and Reynolds (2005) stress the importance of a comprehensive 

approach to election observation that considers the impact of electoral processes on all segments 
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of society, including women and marginalized groups. The United Nations underscores the role 

of election observation in building public trust, protecting civil and political rights, and 

promoting democratic practices and national reconciliation in post-conflict settings. Hyde (2007) 

discusses the observer effect in international politics, highlighting that while international 

observers can influence election outcomes, other factors such as the political context and 

institutional strength also play significant roles. Carothers (2015) advocates for the continued 

evolution of international election observation towards more comprehensive and professional 

efforts, emphasizing the importance of impartiality and adherence to high standards.  

Global election observation faces several challenges that can impact its effectiveness in 

promoting fair elections. These challenges can range from political interference to logistical 

issues. This section discusses some of the key challenges of global election observation on fair 

elections, drawing on scholarly research and expert insights. 

1. Political Interference: One of the primary challenges of global election observation is 

political interference from host governments. Governments may restrict the independence of 

observers, limit their access to polling stations, or manipulate the electoral process to favor 

certain outcomes, undermining the credibility of the observation mission (Hyde, 2007). 

2. Security Concerns: Election observers often operate in challenging and sometimes 

dangerous environments, particularly in conflict-affected or post-conflict countries. Security 

concerns can impact the ability of observers to effectively monitor elections and may limit their 

access to certain areas or polling stations (Sisk, 2008). 
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3. Lack of Cooperation: Some governments may not fully cooperate with election 

observation missions, making it difficult for observers to access relevant information or observe 

the electoral process. This lack of cooperation can hinder the ability of observers to assess the 

fairness and transparency of the election (Carothers, 2015). 

4. Limited Resources: Election observation missions often face resource constraints, 

including limited funding and personnel. These limitations can impact the scope and 

effectiveness of observation efforts, particularly in large-scale or complex elections (European 

Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), 2010). 

5. Logistical Challenges: Election observation missions must overcome logistical 

challenges, such as ensuring the timely deployment of observers, coordinating with local 

authorities, and managing the logistics of observing elections in remote or difficult-to-access 

areas. These challenges can impact the ability of observers to effectively monitor elections 

(United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 2012). 

6. Data Collection and Analysis: Collecting and analyzing data from election 

observation missions can be complex and time-consuming. Observers must gather information 

from multiple sources, verify the accuracy of the data, and analyze it to assess the overall 

fairness and integrity of the election (Kelley, 2012). 

Global election observation faces several challenges that can impact its ability to promote 

fair elections. Addressing these challenges therefore requires cooperation between governments, 

election observation organizations, and other stakeholders to ensure that observers can 

effectively monitor elections and provide credible assessments of their fairness and integrity. 
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 Impact Of Global Election Observation On Best Practices In Election Management 

Global election observation plays a significant role in promoting best practices in election 

management worldwide. Election observation missions contribute to improving the quality and 

integrity of electoral processes by providing recommendations and guidance based on 

international standards and practices. This section discusses the impact of global election 

observation on best practices in election management, drawing on scholarly research and expert 

insights. 

1. Enhancing Transparency and Accountability: Global election observation promotes 

best practices in election management by enhancing transparency and accountability. Election 

observation missions monitor key aspects of the electoral process, such as voter registration, 

campaign finance, and vote counting, ensuring that these processes are conducted transparently 

and in accordance with established rules (Carothers, 2015). 

2. Improving Electoral Laws and Regulations: Election observation missions often 

provide recommendations for improving electoral laws and regulations to enhance the integrity 

of the electoral process. For example, the Venice Commission, an advisory body of the Council 

of Europe, has developed a Code of Good Practice in Electoral Matters, which provides guidance 

on electoral laws and regulations based on international standards (Venice Commission, 2010). 

3. Building Capacity and Institutional Strengthening: Global election observation 

contributes to building the capacity of election management bodies (EMBs) and other relevant 

institutions involved in the electoral process. Observers provide training and technical assistance 
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to EMBs, helping them develop the skills and knowledge necessary to conduct free, fair, and 

credible elections (IFES, 2012). 

4. Promoting Inclusivity and Participation: Election observation missions promote 

best practices in election management by encouraging inclusivity and participation in the 

electoral process. Observers assess the extent to which marginalized groups, such as women, 

ethnic minorities, and persons with disabilities, are able to participate in the electoral process, 

and make recommendations for enhancing their participation (Elklit & Reynolds, 2005). 

5. Postering International Cooperation and Exchange of Best Practices: Global 

election observation fosters international cooperation and the exchange of best practices in 

election management. Observers from different countries and organizations share their 

experiences and lessons learned, contributing to the development of a global framework for best 

practices in election management (Schedler, 2013). 

Best Practices and Recommendations in Global Election Observation 

To enhance the effectiveness and impact of election observation missions, it is essential 

to follow best practices and implement recommendations based on international standards and 

principles. This section discusses some key best practices and recommendations for global 

election observation, drawing on scholarly research and expert insights. 

1. Impartiality and Independence: Election observers should maintain impartiality and 

independence throughout the observation process. They should avoid bias and ensure that their 

assessments are based on objective criteria (Carothers, 2015). 
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2. Professionalism and Training: Observers should undergo thorough training to ensure 

they are familiar with election observation methodologies, international standards, and relevant 

legal frameworks. Professionalism in conduct and reporting is essential (European Commission 

for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission), 2010). 

3. Transparency and Accountability: Observation missions should operate 

transparently and be held accountable for their findings and recommendations. They should 

provide clear and accurate reports on their observations and assessments (United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), 2012). 

4. Cooperation and Coordination: Observers should cooperate and coordinate with 

local authorities, other observer missions, and relevant stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 

and effective observation process (Kelley, 2012). 

5. Comprehensive Approach: Observation missions should take a comprehensive 

approach, monitoring all stages of the electoral process, including pre-election preparations, 

polling day activities, and post-election procedures. This ensures a thorough assessment of the 

entire electoral process (International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), 2012). 

6. Respect for Local Context: Observers should respect the local context and cultural 

sensitivities of the country where they are observing elections. They should be mindful of local 

customs and traditions and adapt their approach accordingly (Elklit & Reynolds, 2005). 

7. Timely and Clear Reporting: Observation missions should provide timely and clear 

reports on their findings and recommendations. Reports should be accessible to the public and 

relevant stakeholders to ensure transparency and accountability (Bjornlund et al., 1992). 
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By following these best practices and recommendations, global election observation 

missions can enhance their effectiveness and contribute to the promotion of fair elections and 

democratic governance worldwide.  
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